THE SECRETARY OF STATE
WASHINGTON

Excellency:

As I began my tenure as Secretary of State, | looked forward to
upholding the long-standing tradition of celebrating Independence Day
with the Diplomatic Corps. This annual celebration reinforces the
partnerships between our nations and our collective efforts defending
democracy and human rights around the wor_ldl._ Even though we will not
be able to be ‘to‘lgetherhin.-person fhis year; know that [ am excifed td
gather and engage with the Diplomatic Corbs in the near future. |

Fbr myse'lf anld all my fellow Americans, .t.he Fourth of July -is a
reminder of thé weight the pfinciples éf fréedo;n, éql'lality-, aﬁd libéﬁy
hold, both here 1n the United Sfates and abroéd. Much like my fémily
and me, I hope you will find tlme to honor _ﬂiese principleg and safely

commemorate this day with family and friends.



[ await the opportunity to welcome both you and your family to the
U.S. Department of State but remain grateful for the work that you
continue to do to advance the common goals between our nations.

Please enjoy this weekend, and I wish you and your family a happy
and healthy holiday. Happy Fourth of July!

Accept, Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest

consideration.
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